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Our Mission is to provide the Geelong Community with excellence in respite and end of life
care within a homelike environment: embracing respect and compassion for all people.
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ANAM CARA HOUSE GEELONG

Testimonials

End of Life Care

6l just wanted to say a big thank you to all
the staff at Anam Cara House for their
compassionate care of my grandmother
Jean Gillies. The staff always treated my
family as though we were their own ex-
tended family, and that is something that
we really appreciate. Erica was there to
support not only my grandma but my
mother, in the final moments of my grand-
mother’s life. Her compassion will always
be remembered. Anam Cara House was
the closest thing to Grandma being in her
own home. We are so grateful that the
facilities were available to us and cannot
praise the staff and volunteers enough.
You are all beautiful, caring women.
Thank you.” Kate Esler.

Carer Accommodation
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Eighteen months ago my husband Gary
was diagnosed with Prostate Cancer. The
pain, the confusion, and the stress at this
time was almost unbearable.

There were choices to make. Which treat-
ment was the best? We had several op-
tions of course, none of which was very
palatable. The least invasive solution was
just to let it happen. “Let nature take its
course” the Urologist advised. That was
not an option for us. So the treatment we
chose meant travelling from Port Fairy to
Geelong for surgery. The next thing to
consider was accommodation for me for
that time, so that we could be together.

| am a nurse, and work in the healthcare
field in community services. From a pro-
fessional perspective | deal with carers,
their issues, and manage services to as-
sist them in their caring role. Suddenly, |
became a carer, and being emotionally
involved muddies the water somewhat |
can tell you. Now | needed care.

The staff at the Hospital advised me to go
and talk to the people at Anam Cara
House. | did, and that discussion became
about me and my needs. My stay was
planned to coincide with Gary’s surgery.
My physical needs were well met, with a

soft bed, a nice
food. | also enjoyed the nurturing from
the very committed and caring staff, which
included a Reiki session, a hand mas-
sage, and many, many cups of tea. An
added extra was the camaraderie | experi-
enced for some of the other guests.

Every organization has its own culture,
and Anam Cara House has at its core a
holistic and spiritual quality that | felt as
soon as | was greeted at the front door.
The House not only supported me, but by
supporting me sustained our whole family,
and more importantly allowed Gary to fo-
cus on getting well. PS Gary remains in
good health.” Lorraine Crellin

Volunteers
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Your Board

Clive Pugh—Chairman—Board Member since 2006
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Diane Wright—Founder—Board Member since 2003
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Phil Virgona—Company Secretary—Board Member since 2006
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Fr Kevin Dillon—Director—Board Member since 2004
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Do you have some spare time and want to give something back to the community by
assisting a worthwhile community not-for-profit organisation? )
A + 1
@ | @ / 4




PAGE 4

ANAM CARA HOUSE GEELONG

ANAM CARA HOUSE GEELONG
MOVIE CLUBS

Special Screenings §
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RYAN’S DAUGHTER
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ANAM CARA FRIENDSHIP GROUP
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We are on the Web! Visit us at: www.anamcarahousegeelong.org.au




